The First Home Rule Bill
with him, and the two men met in a house in Grosvenor
Square and talked for more than an hour. The conversation
resulted in some controversy afterwards, but we need not
deal with it here at any length, since it is comparatively un-
important. It will be enough if we say that it revealed very
plainly the sympathy which Lord Carnarvon had with the
aspirations of the Irish for self-government, and that there
was nothing in it which was not highly creditable to him.
On August u, 1885, Parliament was prorogued, and nine
days later Parnell announced that the Irish party would fight
the election on the one issue of legislative independence*
When the election was over, there were eighty-six Nationalists
in the House, of whom twenty-two had been in prison under
the Coercion Act of 1881* When the figures for the whole
House were published, it was seen that the Liberals had a
majority of eighty-six over the Tories. There were 335
Liberals and 249 Tories* It was seen also that Parnell and
his eighty-five supporters could throw Lord Salisbury's
Government out and put Mr. Gladstone again in power. The
beneficent interest in Ireland manifested by the Conservatives
was of brief duration. Jf the Irish party had been a little
larger, we may not doubt that the Tories in 1886 would have
given some measure of self-government to Ireland; but it
did not matter to Parnell which party was in power, for he
was now master of them both* He was confident in 1885
44 that, whether Liberals or Tories get in, Home Rule will be
granted/' according to Mr. Healy, who wrote in those terms
in a letter dated October 15,1885, to Mr* Labouchere.1 On
February i, through Irish help, Mr. Gladstone again became
Prime Minister. His age was seventy-six; Parnell was forty.
Gladstone had been in Parliament for fifty-four years; Parnell
had been there for ten* Mr. Gladstone immediately sat
down to the devisal of his first Home Rule Bill.
1 Life of Henry Labouchere, by A. L. ThoroJd, p* 335*
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